(No. 2.) 

26 February 1847 10 Vict. 




To provide for the Execution of the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted in 
the Committee.] 



^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ an ^ Ct WaS P asse ^ ,n fifth year of the Preamble, 

reign of his late Majesty, intituled, “An Act for the 4 & 6 Will. 4, 
Amendment and better Administration of the Laws relating to the 
Poor in England and Wales 

5 And whereas an Act was passed in the second year of the reign of 1 fc^Vict., 
Her Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual Relief of the 
Destitute Poor in Ireland 

And whereas an Act was passed in the Session of Parliament then 2&3Vict., 
next following, to amend the lastly recited Act : 

lo And whereas an Act was passed in the fourth year of the reign 4 8^5 Viet, 
of Her Majesty, intituled, “ An Act to provide for the Payment 
of Debts, Charges and Encumbrances affecting Houses of Industry 
and Workhouses, and of Advances made conformably with previous 
Usage for the lawful Purposes of such Houses of Industry and Work- 

15 houses in certain cases in Ireland 

And whereas an Act was passed in the seventh year of the reign 6 & 7 Viet, 
of Her Majesty, intituled, ** An Act for the further Amendment of an c ' 

Act for the more effectual Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland:” 

And whereas, under the provisions of the said Acts, the adminis- 
tration of Relief to the Poor throughout Ireland is subject to the 
direction and- control of the Poor Law Commissioners, whose Com- 
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mission will expire at the end of the Session of Parliament next after 
the Thjrty-first day of July in this year ; 

And whereas it is expedient that the control of the administration 
of the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland should be wholly sepa- 
rated from the control of the administration of the Laws for the 
Relief of the Poor in England ; *<£- it Ctnnctttr, by The QUEEN’a 
most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT it 
shall be lawful for Her Majesty from time to time, by warrant under 
the royal sign manual, to appoint a fit person, who, with the Chief Se- 
cretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and the Under Secretary to 
the said Lord Lieutenant, shall have the control of the administration 
of the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland ; and the person so 
appointed shall hold his office during the pleasure of Her Majesty; 
and the said Chief Secretary and Under Secretary, and the person so 
appointed, shall be styled “ Commissioners for administering the Laws 
for Relief of the Poor in Ireland ; ” and the person so appointed by Her 
Majesty shall be styled the Chief Commissioner ; and whenever the 
expression “ the Commissioners” shall be used in this Act, without 
addition, it shall be taken to mean “ the said Commissioners for 
administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland.” 

And be it Enacted, That the said Chief Commissioner, before 
entering on his office, shall make the following Declaration before One 
of the Judges of the Four Courts in Dublin, (that is to say) £< I A B 
do solemnly declare that I will faithfully and honestly, according 
to the best of my knowledge and judgment, fulfil all the powers and 
duties of Chief Commissioner of the administration of the Laws for 
the Relief of the Poor in Ireland and notice of such Declaration 
having been made, shall be published in the Dublin Gazette. 

And be it Enacted, That the Commissioners shall enter on their 
office, and all the powers by this Act vested in them shall take effect, on 
the day after the first publication of such notice in the Dublin Gazette. 

And be it Enacted, That the Commissioners shall cause a seal to 
be made for their use, and such seal shall have the same force and 
effect m Ireland, and documents sealed or stamped therewith shall be 
receiver in evidence in like manner as documents sealed or stamped 

WI ; t e Sea ^ P° or Law Commissioners are now received in 

evidence. 

d be it Enacted, That the Commissioners shall from time to time, 
u je.ct to tie approval of the Lord Lieutenant, appoint a Secretary., 

and 
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and may, with the like approval, remove any Secretary so appointed, 
and shall also from time to time appoint so many clerks, msssenoers 
and servants as shall be allowed by the Commissioners of Her Ma- 
jesty's Treasury, and all the persons so appointed, except the Secre- 
5 tary, shall hold their several offices during the pleasure of the Com- 
missioners. 

And be it Enacted, That the Commissioners shall from time to hqJLt, 
time, subject to the approval of the Lord Lieutenant, appoint so many bc “ro™ 1 ®*- 
fit persons as shall be allowed by the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
10 Treasury to be Inspectors, to assist in the execution of this Act, and 
of the other Acts now in force, or which shall hereafter be in force, 
for the relief of the poor in Ireland, and may from time to time assign 
to the Inspectors so appointed, or any of them, such duties and 
delegate to them such of the powers of the Commissioners as they 
»5 may think necessary, and, subject to the like approval of the Lord- 
Lieutenant, may remove all or any of the said Inspectors, and appoint 
others in their stead ; and the persons who shall be Assistant Poor 
Law Commissioners in Ireland on the day when the Commissioners 
shall enter on their office shall be the first Inspectors under this Act 
20 without any new appointment 



And be it Enacted, That the Commissioners shall from time to time One of the 
appoint one of the said Inspectors, by the title of Assistant Commis- b^ppS* 
sioner, to assist in the business of their office and in the execution of 0?™!? 
this Act, in such manner as they shall direct ; and may delegate to such Bioner - 
25 Assistant Commissioner all the functions, powers and duties of the 
Chief Commissioner, or such of them as they shall think fit, in the 
absence of the Chief Commissioner from Dublin, or whenever it shall 
appear to them necessary that such delegation of authority should be 
made ; and thereupon the said Assistant Commissioner shall have full 
30 authority to act within the limits of the powers so delegated to him as 
if he were the Chief Commissioner. 



35 



40 



And be it Enacted, That the Chief Commissioner and Secretary, 
clerks, messengers and servants, and the Assistant Commissioner and 
Inspectors, shall receive, by Four equal quarterly payments, such sala- 
ries as shall be from time to time appointed by the Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury, not exceeding the sum of 
pounds for the Chief Commissioner, pounds for 

the Assistant Commissioner, pounds for the Secretary, 

pounds for an Inspector, and for the clerks, 
messengers and servants such fit salaries as shall be from time to time 
fixed, with due reference to their several stations, and the duties they 
will have to perform ; and every Chief Commissioner, Assistant Com- 
missioner, Secretary, Inspector, clerk, messenger or servant, who shall 
*20. a 2 be 
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be appointed or removed, die or resign his office, at any time between 
two quarterly days of payment, shall be entitled to a proportionate part 
of his salary for that part of the quarter of a year during which he 
shall have held his appointment. 

And be it Enacted, That on the day on which the Commissioners 5 
shall enter on their office, all the powers and duties of the Poor Law 
Commissioners, or any of them, with respect to the direction or control 
of the administration of relief to the Poor throughout Ireland, shall be 
transferred to and vested in the Commissioners, and shall be thence- 
forth exercised by them, and none other, in like manner as if in the to 
several Acts in any way relating to the administration of relief to the 
Poor in Ireland the Commissioners had been named, instead of the Poor 
Law Commissioners, subject nevertheless to any amendments made by 
this Act; and during any vacancy among the Commissioners, the 
surviving or continuing Commissioners or Commissioner may continue 15 
to act, with the same powers and in the same manner respectively as 
before such vacancy : Provided always, That so much of the said Act 
of the second year of the reign of Her Majesty as would enable the 
Commissioners to sit in England or Wales for exercising any powers 
under any of the said Acts, or as would require them to assemble in 20 
London once at least in every year, shall be repealed. 

And be it Enacted, That the Commissioners and their successors shall 
be deemed a body corporate, and shall have perpetual succession and a 
common seal, and for all purposes connected with the administration of 
the Laws for the Relief of the Poor throughout Ireland shall be deemed 25 
the successors of the said Poor Law Commissioners, and all lands, 
tenements and hereditaments, and real and personal property vested in 
the said Poor Law Commissioners on the day on which the Commis- 
sioners shall enter on their office, shall vest in the Commissioners and 
their successors, without any conveyance or transfer thereof other than 30 
by the operation of this Act. 



11 . 

make Rules A " d be U Declared ant1 Enacted . That from and after the day on 
which the Commissioners shall enter on their office, the power vested 
m the Poor Law Commissioners to make rules, orders and regulations, 
except such general rules as are hereinafter specified, and to vary or 35 
rescind the same, shall and may be exercised by the Commissioners, 
who shall make all such rules, orders and regulations under their seal, 
except such as are intended only for their own guidance and procedure, 
or for the guidance or procedure of the said Inspectors or any of 
them, and the conduct of the business in their office ; and every rule, 40 
older and regulation made under their seal, after the passing of this 
■dct, shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament by the Commis- 
sioners within Six Weeks after the making thereof, if Parliament shall 

then 
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then be sitting, or if not, then within Six Weeks after the next meeting 
of Parliament. 

And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act no 
rule relating to the administration of the Laws for the Relief of the 
5 Poor in Ireland shall be deemed a general rule, unless the same shall 
be intended and framed for application throughout ' the whole of 
Ireland ; and no such rule shall have any force unless the same shall 
be made under the seal of the Commissioners, nor unless the same, 
before the issue thereof, shall be approved, and the issue thereof shall 
10 be directed by an order of the Lord Lieutenant in Council; and no 
rule to vary or rescind a general rule shall be made by the Commis- 
sioners, unless the same shall be made and approved, and the issue 
thereof directed in like manner; and every such Order in Council 
shall fix the time when such general rule, or such rule to vary or 
15 rescind a general rule of the Commissioners, shall come into operation 
after publication thereof, and of the Order in Council approving the 
same in the “ Dublin Gazette ;** and every such rule, and the Order in 
Council directing the issue thereof, shall be laid before Parliament, in 
like manner as other rules and orders of the Commissioners under 
20 seal are hereinbefore directed to be laid before Parliament, but the 
same shall have full force from and after the day so fixed by such 
Order in Council as aforesaid. 

And be it Enacted, That in every case when the assent or sanction 
* of the Poor Law Commissioners, or any one or more of them, is now 
25 required for any matter arising in Ireland, to be given under their hands 
and seals, or the hand and seal of any One or more of them, the 
assent or sanction of the Commissioners shall be requisite instead 
thereof, and in every case in which it shall be given, shall be given 
under the seal of the Commissioners, and shall have the like force and 
30 effect’ in Ireland as the assent or sanction of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners before the passing of this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That no Act of the Commissioners which is 
required to be under their seal, shall be of any validity, unless it 
shall purport to be signed by at least Two of the Commissioners, or 
35 by the Chief Commissioner, or, in his absence, by the Assistant Com- 
missioner, and in either of the two last cases countersigned by the 
Secretary to the Commissioners. 

And be it Declared and Enacted, That the Commissioners, or any 
One of them, and also any such Inspector acting in execution of the 
40 Acts now or hereafter to be in force for the relief of the poor in 
Ireland, by summons, under the seal of the Commissioners, or under 
the separate hand and seal of any Commissioner or Inspector respec- 

120, A3 tiyely, 
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tively, as the case may be, may require the attendance of all such 
persons as they or he shall think fit to call before them, or any 
of them respectively, upon any matter connected with the execution 
of this Act, or the administration of the Laws for the Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, at such time and place as shall he set forth in the 5 
summons, and may make inquiry, and require returns, and may ad- 
minister oaths, and examine all such persons upon oath, and may 
require and enforce the production upon oath of books, contracts 
agreements, accounts, maps, plans, surveys, valuations and writings' 
or copies thereof respectively, in anywise relating to any such 10 
matter, or when the Commissioners, or any One of the Commis- 
sioners, or any Inspector, shall think fit, instead of requiring such 
oath as aforesaid, may require any such person to make and subscribe 
a declaration of the truth of the matters respecting which he shall 
have been or shall be so examined : Provided always. That no per- 15 
son shall be required, in obedience to any such summons, to go more 
than Twenty statute Miles from the place of his abode : Provided also, 
That nothing herein contained shall empower the Commissioners or 
any Commissioner or Inspector, to require the production of the title, 
or of any papers or deeds relating to the title, of any lands, tenements 20 
or hereditaments, not being property vested in the Commissioners by 
this Act. 

16. 

^^fSse 01 k® it Declared and Enacted, That every person who upon any 

St’,"' examination under the authority of this Act shall wilfully give false 
gnSnAam. evidence, or wilfully make or subscribe a false declaration, shall, on 55 
being convicted thereof, suffer the pains and penalties of Perjury ; and 
every person who shall refuse or wilfully neglect to attend in obedience 
to any summons of the Commissioners, or of any One of the Commis- 
sioners, or any Inspector, or to give evidence, or who shall wilfully 
alter, suppress, conceal, destroy, or refuse to produce any hooks, con- 30 
tracts, agreements, accounts, maps, plans, surveys, valuations or 
writings, or copies of the same, which may be required to be produced 
or the purposes of this Act, to any person authorized by this Act 
to require the production thereof, shall be deemed guilty of a Mis- 
demeanor. ^ 

And be it Enacted, That, save when varied or repealed by this Act, 
and subject to the provisions herein contained, all the powers and 
provisions of the recited Acts and of all other Acts relating to the 
Relief of the 1 oor in Ireland, and every of them, and every thing 40 
lawfully done under the same, or in pursuance thereof, and all lawful 
acts and proceedings of the Poor Law Commissioners and their 
Assistant Commissioners, and any officers acting under them, or in 
virtue of the said Acts, or any of them, or under their authority, or by 

any 
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any other person acting in the administration of the Laws for the 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, on or before the day when the Com- 
missioners shall enter on their office, shall be as valid as if this Act 
had not been passed ; and every suit or other proceeding, civil 
5 or criminal, begun before the last-mentioned day in the name and 
under the authority of the Poor Law Commissioners, shall have tire 
same force and effect if continued in their names, under the sanction 
of the Commissioners, as if the Poor Law Commissioners had 
continued to act in execution of the said Acts of Parliament; and 
10 nothing herein contained shall in any way take away or interfere with 
any right of action or of defence to the same, or any liability to be 
sued or prosecuted for any penalty for or against any person under the 
said Acts, or any of them, according to the respective provisions 
thereof, which shall have accrued wholly or in part before the last- 
j - mentioned day. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act shall be construed in the same 
manner as the said Acts of the second year and the seventh year of 
the reign of Her Majesty, and as one Act with the same, and with 
the Acts and provisions thereby directed to be construed as one Act, 
2 o unless where otherwise directed by this Act; and that the words’ 
“ Lord Lieutenant” shall be construed to include Lord Justices or 
other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by 
any Act to be passed in this Session of Parliament. 
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